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provide assistance with accounting, administra-
tion, business planning, construction, and mar-
keting.

To continue our focus on infrastructure tech-
nology needs and business development in
American Indian and Alaska Native commu-
nities, I direct the following actions.

First, I direct the Secretary of Commerce,
in collaboration with the Department of the In-
terior and tribal governments, to report back
to me within 9 months on the state of infrastruc-
ture technology needs in Indian communities,
including distance learning facilities, tele-
communications capabilities, and manufacturing
facilities. This report should identify the infra-
structure technology needs in Indian country
and set forth proposals that would help address
these needs.

Second, I direct the Secretary of the Interior,
the Secretary of Commerce, and the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration to
report back to me within 90 days with a strategic
plan for coordinating existing economic develop-
ment initiatives for Native American and Alaska
Native communities, including initiatives involv-
ing the private sector. In developing this stra-
tegic plan, the Secretaries and the Administrator

should consult with all interested parties, includ-
ing tribal governments and other Federal agen-
cies and offices—particularly, the Departments
of Housing and Urban Development, Transpor-
tation, and Agriculture. The plan should build
upon current efforts in the agencies and detail
future efforts such as providing technical assist-
ance, enhancing infrastructure, and developing
software.

Third, I direct the Secretaries of the Treasury
and of Housing and Urban Development, in
partnership with local tribal governments and
in cooperation with other Federal agencies—
particularly, the Departments of the Interior,
Veterans Affairs, and Agriculture—to initiate a
project to help streamline the mortgage lending
process in Indian country in order to improve
access to mortgage loans on Indian reservations.
The Secretaries should initiate this effort
through a year-long pilot program on the Navajo
Nation and in at least one other location.

These steps, taken together, will help ensure
the continued economic development of Amer-
ican Indian and Alaska Native communities and
help them recognize the full benefits of the
Information Age.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Statement on House Action on Campaign Finance Reform Legislation
August 6, 1998

The vote for final passage of the Shays-
Meehan bipartisan campaign finance reform bill
is a heartening sign for the health of our democ-
racy. The House vote to ban soft money and
improve disclosure, in defiance of the Repub-
lican leadership, is a rebuke to the cynical view
that political reform can never happen. Now,
only a minority of the United States Senate
stands in the way of campaign finance reform

becoming the law of the land. I call upon those
few Senators who now block reform to heed
the actions of the House and the will of the
people and pass bipartisan campaign finance re-
form. I again congratulate Representatives
Christopher Shays, Marty Meehan, and all their
colleagues who set aside partisanship to make
real progress today.
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